
 

 
Sciennes Book Detective Roles for Reading Comprehension 
 

Task One – Summariser        “In a nutshell…” 
 
Your role is to prepare a brief summary of your assigned reading. 
The other members of the group will be counting on you to give a 
quick statement that conveys the gist – the key points, the main 
highlights, the essence – of your reading homework. You can take 
notes or use bullet points and key words to help you. The 
summariser always starts every group discussion. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task Two – Question Master        “I wonder...”   
 
Your role is to write down a few questions that you have about 
this part of the book. What were you wondering about while you 
were reading? Did you have questions about what was happening? 
Or what a word meant? Or what a character did and why? Or what 
was going to happen next? Or why the author used a certain 
style? Or what the whole thing meant? Just try to notice what you 
are wondering about while you read and jot down some of those 
questions, either along the way or after you have finished. 
 
 
 
 
 
Task Three  – Passage Finder        “I chose this passage because...”   
 
Your role is to pinpoint an interesting, memorable, important or 
puzzling section of the story for your group to discuss. As you find 
a paragraph or passage that is worth going back to, make a note 
of the page number and why you picked each one. Then jot down 
some plans for how they could be shared. You can read the 
passages aloud yourself, ask someone else to read them or have 
people read them silently and then discuss. 
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Task Four – Illustrator        “In my mind’s eye I see…” 
 
Good readers make pictures in their minds as they read. This is a 
chance to share some of your own images and visions. Draw a 
picture related to the reading you have just completed. It can be a 
sketch, a cartoon, a diagram, a flow chart or a stick figure scene. 
You can draw a picture of something that the text reminded you 
of, or a picture which shows a feeling you had from the reading. 
You can label your drawing or add a caption.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task Five – Link Maker        “This part makes me think of…“ 
 
Your role is to find links between the book and you, and between 
the book and the wider world. This means connecting the reading 
to your own past experiences, to things that have happened at 
school or in the community, to stories in the news, to similar 
events at other times and places or to other people. You may also 
see links between this book and other writing on the same topic or 
by the same author. 
 
 
 
 
Task Six  – Word Finder       “Now there’s an interesting word…” 
 
The words an author chooses are important ingredients in the 
writer’s craft. Your role is to be on the lookout for a few words 
that are puzzling or unfamiliar. Make a note of them while you are 
reading and later jot down their definition, either from a dictionary 
or some other source. Take a note of the page numbers they 
appear on and be ready to point them out to the group. When 
your group meets, help them to find and discuss the words that 
seem most important, unusual or confusing. 
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Task Seven – Mind Mapper        “Let me draw you a map…” 
 
Your role is to take ideas from the reading and show them on a 
mind map. Use colour, key words and pictures to help your map 
come to life. Write in the centre what your map shows. It could be 
a map of what you have learned about a character, or a 
description of a place or a time. Experiment with different symbols 
and images to make your map striking and memorable. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Task Eight  – Opinion Spotter        “I think you think…” 
 
Your role is to look for examples of the author giving his or her 
opinion about something. As you read, jot down when you spot 
that the author has a view about an event, a person, a place or a 
thing. Write down the page number. What do you think the author 
really thinks? Can you work out the author’s own attitudes about 
what is happening in the text? What is your opinion on the text? 
 
 
 
 
 
Task Nine   - Researcher      “I found out…” 
 
Your role is to dig up any background information on any topic 
related to the book. This might include: 
§ The geography, climate, culture or history of the book’s setting. 
§ Information about the author, his/her life and other works. 
§ Information about the same period portrayed in the book. 
§ Pictures, objects or materials that illustrate elements of the story. 
§ The history and derivation of words or names used. 
§ Music or poetry or quotes within the book. 
This is not a research report. The idea is to find some information 
or material that helps your group understand the book better. 
Investigate something that really interests you. Something that 
struck you as puzzling or curious while you were reading. 
 
 
 



 

 
Sciennes Book Detective Roles for Reading Comprehension 
 

 
 
 
Task Ten  – Illuminator        “I can act it out…” 
 
Your role is to bring a section of the story to life by reading it 
aloud very expressively or by acting it out. Note the page number. 
You might wish other people in the group to read or act out the 
section with you. Make sure you know how to direct people on 
what to do if you are going to ask others to help. You might pick a 
very scary or happy or sad passage to help you add emotion to 
your voice. 
 
 
 
 
Task Eleven – Style Seeker   “Are you trying to tell me something?” 
 
Your role is to identify parts of the text where the author has used 
a particular style in his or her writing. What kind of language has 
been used and why? What tone has been used? Why? What do 
you think are the themes of the book? Are there messages that  
the author is trying to put across? What happens in the story is 
the PLOT, but try to think about what the story is actually about. 
Are there lessons to be learned from the story? About people, 
events, life? Jot down your ideas and be ready to discuss them 
with your group. 
 
 


